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1. Executive Summary: 
This Plan of Management outlines Council’s responsibilities and intentions for the operation 
and maintenance of Crookwell Aerodrome as a basic, unmanned, general aviation landing 
area. The aerodrome remains an unlicensed facility, operating under the principles of pilot-
in-command responsibility and CASA advisory standards (e.g. - CAAP 92-1). 

Upper Lachlan Shire Council is responsible for direct management and maintenance, 
including mowing and slashing of the runway and surrounding areas. 

The aerodrome infrastructure comprises a sealed access road, a sealed hardstand pad, a 
gravel pad designated for hangars, and a gravel run-up area, providing for limited aircraft 
parking and general ground access. 

2. Mission Statement: 
To maintain a safe, basic-use, general aviation landing area that supports public aviation 
access, aerial emergency operations, and aviation-related activity in the Crookwell region. 

3. Site Overview: 
• Location: Kialla Road, Crookwell 
• Land Title: Lot 417 DP 754115 & Lot 421 DP 275517 
• Runway: 915 m long x 51 m wide, grass surface 
• Elevation: 2,950 ft (900 m) 
• Surface: Compacted natural soil 
• Slope: Downhill to the west 
• Orientation: East–West 
• Facility Type: Unlicensed, unmanned landing area 
• Wind Indicators: East (white sock), West (yellow sock) 
• Markers: Runway edge markers and end boards 

4. Use & Access: 
• The facility remains open to public use for general aviation. 
• Pilots may assume implied permission for casual landings (Subject to applicable fees 

and charges in Council operational plan, as well as appropriate level of insurance 
cover). 

• No bookings or prior approvals are required unless part of regular or large-scale 
operations, in which case a formal request in writing 5 working days prior to the 
booking date to council@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au  

• Emergency services may continue to access the site as required (e.g. firefighting, air 
ambulance). 

 

mailto:council@upperlachlan.nsw.gov.au
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5. Levels of Service: 
• The aerodrome remains an unlicensed and unmanned facility. 
• Pilots are solely responsible for determining the strip’s suitability before use. 
• Council does not warrant the condition or serviceability of the airstrip. 
• Maintenance and operational activities are limited to: 

o Mowing/slashing of runway area, 
o Minor safety works (e.g., marker upkeep, vegetation control), 
o Quarterly condition inspections. 

6. Operations & Maintenance: 
Council will provide: 

• Regular slashing and mowing of the runway strip and immediate surrounds, 
• Clearing of vegetation infringing on approach and take-off zones, 
• Visual inspection of the surface condition and ground markers. 

7. Safety & Compliance: 
7.1 CASA Compliance Guidelines 

The airstrip will be managed in accordance with: 

• CAAP 92-1 – Guidelines for Aeroplane Landing Areas, 
• CASA's recommended dimensions for runway, strip width, and obstacle clearance for 

daytime VFR (Visual Flight Rules) operations for aircraft up to 2,000 kg. 

7.2 Risk Management 

Council will prepare a risk assessment to support this Plan of Management, as part of its 
broader corporate risk management processes. This assessment will identify key risks 
related to aerodrome activities and outline suitable controls. Additional risk reviews may be 
carried out as needed to support a practical and transparent approach to managing risks. 
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Asset Management: 
The current Assets associated with the Crookwell Aerodrome are: 
 
Sl. Asset Quantity Condition (1 

Very good to 
5 Very poor) 

Estimated 
value 

1 Land 11.37 Ha  $80,000 

2 Ground Surface marker (White) 18 3 $9,000 

3 Ground Signal Panel on the 
boundary fence (White Colourbond) 

6 3 $3,000 

4 Sensor/ signal on Steel stand 2 3 $2,000 

5 Wind direction indicators (socks) 
with steel stand 

2 3 $3,000 

6 Fencing & Gates 2,600 m 3 $91,000 

7 Sealed Access Road 1,974 sqm 1 $167,790 

8 Hardstand Pad 1,789 sqm 1 $152,065 

9 Gravel pads for hangers 2,351 sqm 3 $94,040 

10 Gravel run-up area 2,360 sqm 3 $94,400 

11 Pipe Culverts 10 m 1 $9,550 

   Total $705,845 

 
Maintenance Goals 

• Maintain existing assets in serviceable condition. 
• Schedule future marker replacement, windsock maintenance, and fence repairs as 

required. 

8. Financial Plan: 
Category 2025-26 2026-

27 
2027-
28 

2028-29 

Insurance $2,000 $2,200 $2,400 $2,600 

Mowing/Slashing $2,000 $2,100 $2,200 $2,300 
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Quarterly Inspections $1,500 $1,600 $1,700 $1,800 

Signage/Minor Repairs $4,500 $4,700 $4,900 $5,100 

Total $10,000 $10,600 $11,200 $11,800 

9. Communication & Information: 
An updated Information Sheet (2025) will be made available on Council’s website, detailing: 

• Strip location, dimensions, and elevation, 
• Surface and slope details, 
• Hazards and cautions (density altitude, downdrafts, powerlines), 
• Contact details for Council enquiries and feedback. 

10. Long Term Planning: 
Council will review: 

• Aerodrome usage trends, 
• Suitability of the site for emergency aviation and recreational needs, 
• Potential improvements (threshold markings, apron upgrades), 
• Future leasing arrangements for the facility, 
• Ongoing risk and compliance under CASA guidelines. 

A future aviation needs assessment may be considered if demand increases significantly or 
regional aviation strategies evolve. 

11. Appendices: 
• Appendix A: CASA CAAP 92-1 Summary 
• Appendix B: Current Aerodrome Condition Photos 
• Appendix C: 2009 Inspection Summary (for reference) 
• Appendix D: Data Product Specification 
• Appendix E: Site Map 
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